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dual-focused  educational  approach  in  which  an 




landscape within  that  region  and  in  recent years 
Japan  is  slowly embracing  the CLIL methodology 
within  its  educational  curriculum  and  language 
classrooms throughout the country from elementary 
to  university  level .  This  paper  gives  a  brief 
introduction  to CLIL  and  the work  done  by  the 
academic association J-CLIL. The main  focus of this 
report however, is on the work of the J-CLIL Tohoku 
chapter,  an  affiliate  of  J-CLIL,  and will  give  an 
account  of ‘The  First  J-CLIL  Tohoku  Chapter 
Conference’ that  it  organized and held at Tohoku 
University’s Kawauchi campus on June 16th 2018. 
2 ．A brief introduction to CLIL
CLIL  is  not  a  new  but  a  recycled  and 
rethought  approach  to  language  teaching  and 
learning borrowing  from sociocultural  theory. Ball 
（2016） suggests that if you teach EMI （English as a 










and  other  language  teaching  approaches  such  as 
CBLT, EMI and Immersion （Ikeda, 2012）.  It  is not 




emphasis  on  providing  learners  with  sufficient 
language skills to master content knowledge. 
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This report gives a brief  introduction to CLIL  (Content and Language Integrated Learning)  in Japan and the 
work of J-CLIL  (The Japan CLIL Pedagogy Association)  that aims to promote the sharing of practical  ideas  for 
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Coyle  et  al .   suggest  CLIL  places  an 
emphasis on the importance of cognitive engagement 
that  facilitates effective  learning. Activities such as 
group work,  collaboration,  problem  solving  and 
questioning  help  students  learn  the  process  of
“constructing  knowledge which  is  built  on  their 
interaction with the world” （p.29）.
The  essential  framework  of  the  CLIL 
approach  is  based  on  the  four  C’s  of  content, 
communication,  culture  and cognition. Coyle  et  al 
（2010）  suggest  that  this  approach  begins with 
content （the subject being  taught） and  focuses on 
the  interre lat ionship  between  the  content , 
communication （language）,  cognition （critical 
thinking）  and  culture （awareness  of  self  and 
‘otherness’） to build on the synergies of integrating 





like  science,  is  taught  in  the medium of  a  foreign 




CLIL  focuses on both  the content and  the  foreign 
language in equal measure. 
Ikeda （2013） suggests that although CLIL is 
a young adult  in Europe  it  is still merely a baby  in 
Japan and only recently have educational institutions 
begun  to  realize  the  full  potential  of CLIL. For  a 
fuller discussion of CLIL I would recommend reading 
Coyle et al （2010） or Kavanagh （2018a） who gives 
an  introduction  to  the  theory and practice of CLIL 
within the Japanese context.
3 ．The Japan CLIL Pedagogy Association
（J-CLIL）
Professor Shigeru Sasajima of Toyo Eiwa 
University  founded  the  Japan  CLIL  Pedagogy 
Association （J-CLIL） in April 2017 and the basic aim 
of  the  association  is  to ‘study  and  promote  the 
practice and implementation of  integrated education 
called CLIL’. Based on this mission statement,  the 





Like CLIL  in  Japan,  J-CLIL  is  still  in  its 
infancy but has already amassed over 300 members 
and has attracted the attention of CLIL scholars all 
over  the world. Only recently  for example,  J-CLIL 
held a week  long seminar  in Scotland  in August of 
2018  with  renowned  scholars  of  CLIL,  such  as 
Professor Do Coyle. 
The J-CLIL association has also established 











chapters  that are based  in  the Greater Tokyo area 
that  focus  on CLIL practice  at  tertiary education 




新 し い 発 想 の 授 業 （Atarashii hassou no jyugyou）. 
The J-CLIL vice president Professor Makoto Ikeda of 
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Sophia University has co-authored a number of books 




regarding CLIL  that  are  being  implemented  at 
Sophia University. Together  these  two professors 
can be described as the two main pioneering figures 
for  the  establishment,  practice  and promotion  of 
CLIL  within  Japan  and  I’m  very  happy  to  be 
collaborating  with  them.  A  list  of  CLIL  books 
including  the  ones mentioned  above,  and  a  full 




4 ．The founding of J-CLIL Tohoku and the 
creation of ‘The First J-CLIL Tohoku 
Chapter Conference’ 
I  founded  the  J-CLIL Tohoku Chapter  in 
October  2017  upon  the  invitation  of  the  J-CLIL 
president,  Professor  Sasajima.  I  had  previously 
worked  together with Professor Sasajima and we 
gave a workshop together at Tohoku University on 
the  theory  and  practice  of  CLIL  within  Japan 
（Sasajima & Kavanagh, 2017）. After discussions we 







pedagogy  and  how  it  can  be  implemented  and 
practiced within the foreign language classroom from 
elementary to university level. Initially I had thought 








Paralleling  the policies  of  J-CLIL,  J-CLIL 
Tohoku  is  for open to all  language educators and  is 
not merely limited just to English language teachers. 
Teachers  of  other  languages  such  as  Chinese, 
Spanish and French are most welcome and  it  is an 
area that we would like to develop further. It is also 
not  an English  language  only  association  and  all 
documentation,  including the call for papers and the 
conference program  for  our  first  conference was 
bilingual, written  in  both  Japanese  and English. 
Presenters  can  also  chose whether  to  present  in 
Japanese or English. 
CLIL is not only a methodology adopted by 
university  teachers but also  for  language  teachers 
from pre-school  level  upwards  as  reflected  in  its 
implementation  in Europe.  In  Japan  too CLIL  is 
ga in ing  popu lar i ty   as   a   language  learn ing 
methodology  within  the  younger  age  group  as 
reflected  in  the  private  sector within  language 
schools such as EC Junior and also on a  local  level 
here  in  Sendai  at  Shirayuri Gakuen Elementary 
School.  I was  delighted  that  a  teacher  from  the 
Shirayuri Elementary School gave a presentation on 
how they utilize CLIL within their English language 






The  J-CLIL Tohoku chapter  conference  therefore 
aimed to give a voice to local educators as well as to 
those  from  the Tohoku area. The conference was 
jointly  sponsored  by  J-CLIL  and  the  Language, 
Culture and Education center at IEHE. I would  like 
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Enjoy  teaching  CLIL’  which  was  a  bilingual 
presentation  that opened  the conference. Professor 
Sasajima  gave  an  informative  overview  of CLIL 
within  Japan,  the work  of  J-CLIL  and  a  general 
introduction  to CLIL methodology and practice.  It 
was a fitting way to open the conference. 
Our  second  keynote  speaker  was  very 
special indeed and a real treat to those familiar with 
CLIL at an  international  level. Ana Llinares   from 
the Universidad Autónoma de Madrid traveled from 
Spain  to present at  our  conference. She  is known 
internationally  for  her  work  in  CLIL  and  has 
published numerous  papers  in  esteemed  journals 
such  as  the ‘Journal  of  Immersion  and Content-
Based  Language  Education’,  the ‘Journal  of 
Pragmatics’, the ‘International Journal of Bilingual 





prestigious  as her  to present  at  our  first  chapter 
conference. Professor Llinares gave her keynote on 
the ‘Opportunities and challenges in CLIL: Students’ 
per formance ,   c l a s sroom  par t i c ipa t i on   and 




ob j e c t i v e s   and   cha l l enges   go   beyond   the 
improvement of learners’ competence in an additional 
language. She specifically talked about the concept of 
content  and  language  integration  from  three 
perspectives:  a）  students’  academic  spoken  and 
written production; b） their  content and  language 
engagement  in  different  types  of  classroom 
interactional activities;  and c） students’ motivation 











speakers  originally  came  from countries  such  as 
Spain, Argentina, England, America, Canada, Ireland 
as well  as  Japan helped  to give  this  conference a 






presentations  that we  think  catered  towards  the 
interest  of  all  the  conference  attendees. Table  1 
illustrates the sessions that were held. 
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7  presentations  conducted  by  Japanese  CLIL 
practitioners （2 were  conducted  in English）.  In 
accordance with  our  bilingual  policy we hope  to 
increase the number of presentations in Japanese at 
future  J-CLIL Tohoku  conferences,  seminars  and 
workshops that we will be holding. We feel it will be 
a  comfort  to  those not  comfortable presenting  in 
English  and  also  encourage  a  bilingual  research 
environment in the spirit of CLIL. In order to get an 
impression of what both presenters and attendees 
thought  of  the  conference  and  its  content  we 
distributed  bilingual  questionnaires  to  audience 
members  and  presenters  and  fortunately  for  us 
many people filled them in. The next section gives a 
brief summary of the questionnaire findings.






questions. Below  is  a breakdown of  the  responses 
given to the likert questions 
1. How would you rate today’s conference?




　84%  of  attendees  rated  the  presentations  as 




was  our  first  conference.  These  results  were 
reinforced by attendees and presenters personally 
congratulating me on a  successful  conference and 
expressed  interest  in  contributing  to  future 
conferences and activities within the J-CLIL Tohoku 
chapter. The J-CLIL president also congratulated us 
































Learned  about  CLIL  usage  and 
methods  in  a variety  of  classroom 
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As  outlined  in  table  2  we  feel  that  we 
achieved our goals  in helping  teachers  learn about 
and share  their practical  ideas within  their classes 
from elementary to university level. The conference 
also  gave  participants  a  firm  grounding  in  the 
theoret ica l   f ramework  o f   CLIL  with  many 
participants  suggesting  that  the conference was a 
good  source of  information  in going  forward with 
their  own  adoption  of  CLIL  for  their  particular 










after  conference  party  was  also  a  wonderful 
opportunity  for presenters and attendees to  further 
their conversations.
6 ．A CLIL role at Tohoku University 
There  are  few  opportunities  for  foreign 
language  teachers  at  the Language, Culture  and 
Education Center  at  IEHE  to work  together  as 
invariably we teach different  languages, at differing 
levels  and  with  different  goals.  However  this 
conference  enabled  the  language  teachers  at  our 
center  to  collaborate  and work  together  for  the 
common goal of  improving language education. This 
I believe  is unprecedented and has not happened  in 
Figure 1 A photo from the day of the conference
From left to right:
Barry Kavanagh （Tohoku University, J-CLIL Tohoku President）, Professor Shigeru Sasajima （Toyo Eiwa 
University, J-CLIL President）, Ana Llinares （Universidad Autónoma de Madrid, special guest speaker）, Professor 
Makoto Ikeda （Sophia University, J-CLIL Vice President）
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my  t ime   he re   a t   Tohoku   Un ive r s i t y .   S i x 
presentations were  given  by Tohoku University 
teachers, which  included  five  from our Language 
Culture and Education Center. The discussions this 
generated  between  these  teachers  about  their 
teaching practice, their pedagogy and their views on 
how  language education  can be  improved  for  our 
students was  immense.  I  feel  this helped greatly  in 





created  innovative  CLIL  based  courses （See 
Kavanagh, 2018b, Spring, 2017） and this was one of 
the  reasons why we  both  received  the Tohoku 
University  "general  education contribution award," 
Ryan Spring  in 2017 and myself  the  following year. 
The  classes we have made are both  elective  and 
combine Japanese advanced English  level  students 
w i th   f o re ign   exchange   s tudents   f rom  the 
International Liberal Arts program （IPLA） that  is 
administered by  the Global Learning center. Ryan 
Spring  teaches  a  project  based  learning  course 
whereby  students  learn  about  the  film  making 
process and create a film at  the end of  the course. 
My class focuses on Karate and Japanese culture and 
students  learn about Karate  in relation  to Japanese 
culture through the medium of film and media. The 
Japanese  and  foreign  exchange  students  have  to 




Karate or  film making  in  their  language classes  I 
would  suggest  that  a  soft CLIL approach  can be 
incorporated  into  our English  classes  at Tohoku 
University  as  we  look  to  reform  our  language 
curriculum.
Potential ‘soft  CLIL’  classes  whereby 
content and foreign language are equally focused on 
can  include  departmental  themed  classes  as  in 
English classes  for engineers or scientists whereby 
classes  are  taught  that  look  specifically  at  topics 
within their field. Professor Sasajima has co-authored 










majority  of  our  students,  academic  reading  and 
writing  are  two  fundamental  skills  they  need, 
especially  as  the  majority  of  them  move  on  to 





an  Eigo  C  class  on ‘Global  Issues  and  current 








for  learning  and;  3）.  Language  through  learning 
which  are  the  fundamental  building  blocks  of 
language development  and  acquisition within  the 
CLIL  framework （Coyle et al.  2010）. Through this 
process my students are able  to display a series of 
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form of language learning that CLIL students acquire 





the  classroom.  I would  suggest  that we  need  to 
challenge our students to make the transition  form 
what Cummins  labels as BICS （Basic  Interpersonal 
Communication  Skills）,  the  skills  of  listening, 
speaking, reading and writing at a basic or ‘social’ 
language  level,  to CALP and the CLIL methodology 
can  provide  us  with  the  tools  to  do  this.  The 
respected and distinguished scholar and director of 
foreign  languages Dr. Kensaku Yoshida at Sophia 
University  talks  extensively  about  the merits  of 
CLIL  in  his  paper  titled ‘Innovations  in English 
Language Education:  Looking Beyond  Skills  and 
Culture’ （2017）  that  is  published  in  our  IEHE 
bulletin. With such backing and a growing literature 















conference. The  conference will  include  a  poster 
session that will be aimed at young researchers and 
those  not  familiar with  presenting  at  academic 
conferences. 
We would also  like  to give our presenters 
an  opportunity  to  get  published  in  a  selected 
conference proceedings volume. The proceedings 
would  be  online  giving  readers  and  teachers 
immediate access  to  the  latest  research conducted 
by  our  members.  I  would  like  to  invite  fellow 
language  educators  at  Tohoku  University  and 
beyond to  join us  in our endeavors to  improve both 
foreign language education and teacher development 
which will  be a huge benefit  to  our  students. We 
hope to see you at future J-CLIL Tohoku events.
Acknowledgements
I would  like  to  thank  the members of  the 
J-CLIL  Tohoku  Chapter  Conference  organizing 
committee who helped  in making this conference a 
success,  specifically, Natsue Sugaya, Todd Enslen 
and Ryan Spring.  I would also  like  to express my 
gratitude  to Professor Masahiro Yamaguchi  for his 
support  and  interest  in CLIL  and  for  giving  the 
opening speech at the conference. I would also like to 
give thanks to all the volunteers from the Language, 





Ball,  P. （2016） CLIL, English teachers and the three 




and Language Integrated Learning.  Cambridge: 
Cambridge University Press.
Cummins, J. （1984） Bilingualism and special education: 
Issues in assessment and pedagogy. Clevedon, 
England: Multilingual Matters. 
─  305  ─
東北大学 高度教養教育・学生支援機構 紀要第 5 号　2019
Dalton-Puffer,  C. （2013）  A  construct  of  cognitive 
discourse  functions  for  conceptualizing  content-




（Content and Language Integrated Learning）: New 
Challenges in Foreign Language Education at Sophia 
University, Vol.2, Tokyo: Sophia University Press, 
1-15. 
Ikeda,  M. （2013）  Does  CLIL  work  for  Japanese 
secondary school students? Potential for the ‘Weak’ 
version  of  CLIL.  International CLIL Research 
Journal. Vol. 2（1）, 31-44. 
Kavanagh, B. （2017） 学術的英語論文記述講座についてin 
the Bulletin of the Institute for Excellence in Higher 
Education, 3, 277-276.
Kavanagh, B. （2018a） An Introduction to the Theory and 
Application of CLIL  in Japan,in  the Bulletin of the 














the Bulletin of the Institute for Excellence in Higher 
Education, 3, 53-64.

